Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #34 vs.1,2,3

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  



Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #167
“We praise Thee, O God” 
Please remain standing as we profess our faith using Heidelberg Catechism LD 7-8  pg.20 Forms and Confessions
  
I will read Q/A 22, then we will recite #23 and #24 together, and then I will also read #25



Please be seated
Reading:
2 Timothy 1:8-14

Song of continued worship and Praise #136   “O thank the Lord, for He is good” Vs 1,2,6

We come to our Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:1-15
Congregational Prayer

Scripture Reading: 
1 Timothy 3:1-17
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #416
“Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word” 


I don’t think the tune is particularly well know, so please play thru it once…
Sermon Text:
Luke 1:1-4
 
Sermon Title: 
“Creeds are Vital” LD 8
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #414
“Jesus, with Thy church abide”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#523 
Evening Sermon: “Creeds are Vital”



Heidelberg #8
Text: 2 Timothy 1:8-14, 2:1-15; 1 Timothy 1:3-17, Luke 1:1-4;  
Reading:   HC #22-25
Introduction: Have you ever tried to explain something to someone while doing the opposite, or telling them not to do something that you yourself were doing? For example, Have you ever tried to convince someone to obey a rule, by disobeying that very rule? 
Children… you will probably have gone thru this, but I am going to aim at you:

Parents, I can almost guarantee that I am not alone on this, but some of us have told our children not to talk with food in their mouth, WHILE we have food in our mouth. I have often done that – now in the moment – I will normally be eating my dinner, and I see a child with an enormous amount of food in their mouth, open wide and get ready to say something funny – I can tell from their eyes and their facial expression exactly what is about to happen, and so, I speak with my mouth full, in order to stop them from spewing food everywhere in their attempt to talk! I know that I can talk a limited amount with food in my mouth, without spitting it out – my boys however, cannot! 


Sometimes it looks like you have to break the rule to establish that it is the best thing to obey. 

Some people think that we disobey the rules in order to obey them when we HAVE or encourage the use of Non-Biblical Creeds and Confessions. But I want to begin this evening explaining why that isn’t the case… 

Our creeds and confessions very clearly proclaim that the Bible is the only Standard for faith and practice, and we believe that and practice it to the best of our ability. However, it is a man-made confession that says that, and we defend the man-made confession from Scripture, because it is based on Scripture! And this is important because occasionally people claim that they have “no creed but the Bible”. Now, for a moment ignore the fact that this very statement is a Creedal/Confessional statement – albeit a very little one! Ignore that for the moment … 

So, these people say, “No Creed but the Bible”, and they intend that as a superior statement of holiness and faith. They mean that the Bible alone is the arbiter of truth – Which sounds Great! 




The problem is this: History and past experience has shown that such a creed leads to constant flux and change of doctrine and practice. Such churches change with every wind of doctrine and are tossed back and forth by every wave of new teaching (much of which is totally unbiblical!).  They do not hold to the right understanding of God’s Word but twist and change with the climate of the day. And so, it falls upon us as brothers & sisters in Christ to put them right… but like the parent who tells his child to stop talking with food in his mouth, while chewing a bite of chicken –we have to say, “Believe what the Bible really says, by having a Creed or Confession.” THIS is what those brothers and sisters hear: “Believe what the Bible really says, by having an Extra-Biblical rule to tell you how to believe the Bible.” And that opens us up to the charge of trusting the Confession or Creed instead of the Bible!

It seems contradictory – but the point is similar to a Parent correcting their child. The Parent knows that it is not safe for that child to speak and chew at the same time- things will get messy – and so, in seeming defiance of their own rule, the parent speaks with food in their mouth. LIKEWISE, We also know that church gets messy when people do what they want and feel and interpret the Bible according to the bias of the age. Therefore, we need ageless/timeless documents which hold us faithful to the historical and right understanding of the Bible – those documents keep us from twisting the Bible to fit our thinking and lifestyle! And so as odd as it seems, we have to have extra-Biblical Creeds and Confessions to help us RIGHTLY Trust only in God’s Word! Indeed, it is my goal this evening to explain how God’s Word actually REQUIRES such Confessional Statements!  


(Review) Last time, we looked at FAITH, and we defined faith as concisely as we could. We saw that Faith is God’s gift of a saving knowledge of, Certainty in, and Dependence upon Jesus as Our Substitute and Savior. You must Know Christ, Trust in Christ and LIVE for Christ! You cannot claim to have the Keys to “Christ’s car” and keep walking your way – rather – genuine faith will result in a complete change of life! Faith without works is dead! 

Now, once you have faith, and you are seeking God due to the Holy Spirit’s work in your heart… You begin to ask the question: “What is it that I am really supposed to believe?” 


Tonight, I aim to answer that question – in a roundabout way. The Most basic answer to what are you supposed to believe and obey is this: Sound Doctrine based on GOD’S WORD! Which of course leads us to the subject of Creeds and Confessions, because we need to know what is Sound Doctrine! 

The Apostles Creed is one such a summary of the Christian faith, and our Confessions are expanded versions of the same. And they often are divided in similar ways to the Apostles’ creed (as described in LD8): They deal with God the Father and our creation, God the Son and our justification, and God the Holy Spirit and our sanctification or  Christian life. Most of us know this is helpful, but is it Biblical?  


It is my firm belief, and I hope based on God’s Word tonight, it will be your firm belief as well, that: (Theme) God’s Word requires Christians to have & maintain Creeds & Confessions to guard the purity of the Faith!
God’s Word itself argues for a standard which defines the True Christian Faith: What we call our Confessions of Faith. And like last Sunday night, we will see this from a number of passages under 3 headings:
I. The Teachings of the “Catechism” 
II. The Trustworthy Sayings

III. The Legacy of the Truth 
Let’s begin with:

I. The Teachings of the Catechism      
(REPEAT)
a. Hopefully you still have your Bibles open to Luke chapter 1
 Luke tells us that he investigated and wrote his Gospel account and the Book of Acts, so that He could confirm that 
God’s Word requires Christians to have & maintain Creeds & Confessions to guard the purity of the Faith!
The Formal Teachings of the Organized Church were in fact the truth, and could be relied upon. We see that explained here in these first 4 verses of Luke 1 – particularly vs. 4 READ
Consider the order of these things! In the early church, people were taught about God, and then they tested that teaching against the Word of God. Initially, the Jewish Synagogues would hear the Apostle Paul or another Christian preach, and they would listen, then compare those teachings to the Old Testament scriptures – confirm that it was true - and by God’s grace, they believed! 


That process was normal. Now, our word for Catechism, comes from the Greek word translated teaching or taught there in vs.4. It meant to teach verbally, and so our catechism is verbal teaching about the Christian faith so that we might learn God’s Truth. Luke explains here, that He wrote his Gospel to confirm the official teachings or catechizing of the Church ( which must have been taught by the ministers/elders of his day).  
Luke also uses the same word for teaching in Acts to explain how Priscilla & Aquila taught Apollos the way of God more adequately. BUT THE POINT IS THIS: Having a TEACHING which is based on the Bible, consistent with the Bible and confirmed by the Bible is ASSUMED, DESCRIBED and NORMAL in the New Testament! 



And we see this in part because the Apostle Paul QUOTES From various Teachings/extra-Biblical creeds in the Trustworthy sayings of 1 & 2 Timothy!
Which brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Trustworthy Sayings       (REPEAT)
Throughout Timothy there are “trustworthy sayings” which Paul gives. He is quoting from extra-biblical sources – many of which appear to be creedal statements or hymns which the church was using. Paul takes these statements and gives God’s stamp of approval to them, by affirming them in his inspired writings to Timothy!
 1 Timothy 1:1-17 (specifically vs. 15)
Very quickly at the beginning of this passage (vs.3), Paul urged Timothy already to stop men from teaching false doctrines… which bring controversies. And Paul argues further in vs. 10-11, that the Law was given to correct any who are against the Sound Doctrine which conforms to the glorious Gospel of the Blessed God. He is arguing that if your teaching doesn’t match “Sound Doctrine” it is “False doctrine” and therefore against the Gospel. IT is possible to have “Teachings” or Beliefs, which summarize the Bible and conform/match the Gospel. (so He is quoting such things)

Then in vs.15 READ – Here Paul takes what was most likely a baptismal confession, and affirms its truth. Paul wouldn’t have worded it this way, if he were simply saying this for himself: He says it this way to defend an outside statement.

Turn to chapter 3:1: Here Paul confirms that the churches teaching about it being good to aim for eldership or ministry is a good thing. And then He proceeds to explain what a man must be/look like to attain to that office. Jump down to vs. 14-16: And then Paul quotes a hymn or confession of some sort. HE is affirming that such Extra-Biblical statements of faith are good!

Turn to chapter 4:1-9 – We see the element of confronting false teaching in vs.1-2-3; God made things good vs.4-5; READ vs. 4-6 – Stop there for a second… Do you see that! Paul makes a distinction between the truth of God’s Word and the truths of the Faith and the Good teaching or Doctrine that is followed in the Church.   


He goes on in vs.7-8 to distinguish between false ideas, false teachings and right ones – He basically says, don’t be a spiritual lightweight – pump some iron, do some mental spiritual exercises to be more godly! And that comes from SOLID Doctrine! 

Then He gives us a confessional statement in line with what he had been saying!
READ vs.9-10

          THEN LOOK AT VS.11 – Prescribe and Teach THESE THINGS! What things? 











The Solid truths summarized in the extra-biblical creed/confessional statement that Paul had just quoted! Paul repeatedly quoted and confirmed trustworthy sayings from the early church – and in doing so, He was validating the WHOLE Process of creating such statements! If it were wrong to make creeds, hymns, and so on – Paul would not have quoted them! But HE DID quote them, He did encourage Timothy to prescribe (require) and Teach such things! Creeds and Confessions are a MANDATORY, commanded part of passing on the faith to the next generation!






And Paul proceeds to keep talking about Timothy’s teaching and doctrine for the rest of the chapter!

The final one we will look at is 2 Timothy 2:11-15
16-19 goes on to speak about error!
Here Paul presents yet another hymn or doctrinal statement – and confirms that this is the very sort of thing that Timothy needed to be reminding people of! He needed to be giving his congregation solid doctrine and solid teaching in this sort of creedal/ confessional form so that the people would be protected against error! 

The very thing that happens when people have confessions and know them and hold to them – they are protected from the ancient heresies that clothe themselves as new and modern ideas! The Church is supposed to have, to hold and to teach such documents to protect the right understanding of the Bible!
And that brings us to our Third point
III. The Legacy of the Truth       (REPEAT)
You don’t need to turn anywhere – Right there in 2 Timothy 1: vs.13-14
 We see the clearest explanation for what Creeds and Confessions should be and do. READ 13-14
The Belgic and Westminster Confessions, the Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dordt are all parts of our pattern of sound teaching/doctrine. They are the summary of the good deposit of the Gospel that has been entrusted to us! And look down to Chapter 2:1-2
Do you see it! Have confessional/Doctrinal statements, and teach them to the next generation! 

Let the next generation be well trained in sound teaching so that they also will be able to pass it on to  the generation after them! In this way, each generation passes it on to the next and the Church is held faithful to the Word of God! We are to have a legacy of truth – and we do! WE didn’t come up with this stuff yesterday – we didn’t moan and sway to the music for 15 minutes to get a “revelation” that is about as much from the Spirit of God as a fortune cookie! NO! We have something MUCH better! WE have a pattern for Sound Doctrine that Fully conforms to the Gospel of Jesus Christ – it is founded and rooted in the Word of God and confirms our enduring need for the Word and Christ!
And that is one of the HUGE things that has been alluded to throughout these passages – if you have new and novel theology – it eventually leads you away from the Gospel of Christ. And How many churches have turned away from confessional statements to follow “the new leading of the Spirit” – and they evidently chose the wrong spirit to follow – because a short while later, many are affirming homosexuality and denying doctrines of sin/hell etc!
Ironically for them, the Spirit of God has already told us how to follow Him – through inspiring the authors of God’s Word! As 2 Peter 1:21 says, No Prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit! If you want the Spirit’s power – use His Sword – the sword of the Spirit from Ephesians 6 (armour of God) The WORD OF GOD! And to use His Sword rightly, you need that pattern and doctrine and teaching which summarizes these truths and keeps you from swaying back and forth with every wind of doctrine and every wave of modern opinion!

Paul says the same thing to Titus in Titus 1:9 The Elder needs to hold firm to the Trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it!


So, if you ever have someone say, “Oh, you trust creeds and confessions, but I trust the Bible” – you can answer them – Actually, the Bible requires creeds and patterns of sound doctrine to make sure you don’t interpret the Bible just to suit your ideas/desires! And you can take them to 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus as proof! (esp.2 Tim.1:12-2:2)
Conclusion: 
Then you can take them to the Apostles Creed & our other confessions to slowly but surely show them the form of sound teaching & instruct them in the way of God more adequately! Just like Priscilla & Aquila of Acts 18! 
And God willing, they will grow to love the Truth/Word by the Spirit of God to the glory of God!  
AMEN.
